Independent Book Project

English 11 – Mr. Phaneuf

Book Talk Information Sheet

For your Book Talks, keep the following information in mind:

· Your book talk should be a maximum of 5-7 minutes in length; it WILL be timed.

· Open your talk with specific mention of your book title and author.
· Be sure to bring your book with you; I find that it also helps to show your book to the class.

· Though standing up to deliver your talk is not necessary, it will be important to make good eye/voice contact with as many of your class members as possible.

· In order to stimulate your audience’s interest in your book, share a thought-provoking comment (a brief snippet of a positive book review; a little-known piece of trivia about your author; a comment guaranteed to pique your audience’s interest: “Imagine being confronted by these circumstances: You’re a young plane crash victim, trapped on a desert island with no source of food or shelter, when from the thick tangle of trees you hear an unidentifiable, distinctly animal sound….”)

· Share a brief overview of your plot and/or characters, keeping in mind that you don’t want to reveal TOO much about your book. Summarizing the book from ‘cover-to-cover’ is not advised…
· A notecard / outline / brief script for your book talk is a necessity.  Do not try to make up or remember your book talk on the spot—the pressure of speaking aloud to the class may be unnerving and the extra organization will help you overcome your fear of such a situation.  A bullet-list of each general area of your book talk (see the example on the board) should suffice.

· Have a clear ending statement to your talk—do NOT simply tail off.  Again, its pays to be organized.

· You will be graded on the following components: information, organization, speech qualities (clarity, volume, eye contact, etc.), and interest level.  Each area will account for five (5) points of the total twenty (20) total for this component of your book project.
