English 11R Independent Reading Project

Folks,

I want this independent reading project to be a chance for you to truly ENJOY your reading.  Explore honestly, keep on top of your due dates and you’re guaranteed to do well on this project.

The project itself will not simply be finding and reading a book.  You will have to complete all of the individual parts of the project in order to get maximum credit.

Here, in the order you will turn them in, are the FOUR (4) project components:

1. Project proposal:  In a one (1) page typed statement, tell me what book you are reading, the author of your book, why you are interested in this book/subject, and what your actual final project might look like.  I will give you a sample book proposal to use as a model.  This proposal is NOT a schematic; you might change your mind about what your project will ultimately be while reading your book.  I just need to know that you are thinking about the process and that you have some ideas.  This component is worth 15% of the total project grade and is due ONE WEEK FROM TODAY.
2. Practice Critical Lens Essay: For whatever book you read, you will be responsible for writing a sample Critical Lens essay using YOUR independent book as one of the two works of literature featured in the essay.  This task involves YOU choosing the LENS, selecting the OTHER work of literature, and writing (handwriting OR typing) a CRITICAL LENS ESSAY of appropriate length and style.  More detailed instructions are forthcoming.  This component of your project is worth 15% of your total grade 


3. Book talk:  Each student will be responsible for a brief (5 minute) overview of his/her book.  The student will lead a brief discussion where he/she shares with the class the key elements and/or highlights of his book.  You do not need to stand in front of the class to deliver your book talk, though you may if you so choose.  This component is worth 20% of your total project 

4. Actual Final Project:  The possibilities here are endless.  Should you come up with an original idea you like better than any I list below, GO FOR IT!  Originality WILL be rewarded.  Should you choose the original route, just remember to keep me posted.  This component is worth a WHOPPING 50% of your total project grade (presentation dates to be determined).
Now what are some potential project ideas?  Here are a few:

· Teach the class something about your book using a series of monologues, dialogues, imaginary book lists, recipes, memos, role playing, a dramatic scene, or a scrapbook

· Use music, art prints, maps, games (invent a board game the class can play), a video presentation or an imaginary radio show

· Use newspapers, photos, pantomime, sculpture, puppets, or diorama to present some idea from your book

· Teach the class something about the author and/or things he/she has written using handouts, quizzes, tests, etc.

· Create a picture book for children

· Explain a process…how to make, do or build something.  Build a model of something and explain it or have the class build or make something while you tell us how

· You might also take a more conventional route and do a brief literary/research paper on your book.  Should you choose this option, you should consult with me about extra sources, possible topics and the like

· Make your own live-action movie or create a stop-motion animated film using a sequence from your book 

· Use a computer multimedia program (Microsoft PowerPoint, for example) to build an interactive resource about your book and/or author

(See the attached handout for lengthier descriptions of a number of book project options)

Finding a book for your project:  What kind of book should you read?  Where do you FIND this magical book?  What kinds of books are available?  I cannot answer ALL of these questions for you, though I can get you started on the right path.

What to read?  Start with your interests or hobbies.  I know most of you DO have things you are passionate about (sports, music, history, relationships, mechanics) and there is no shortage of novels/books dealing with this range of topics.  Subject searches at one of the online booksellers (see details below) will serve you well here.  Also keep in mind the kind of reading level you’re comfortable with.

You CAN read NON-fiction works (books like Sebastian Junger’s The Perfect Storm, Jon Krakauer’s Into Thin Air or Frank McCourt’s memoir Angela’s Ashes are good examples of acceptable non-fiction works), though I’d prefer you read FICTION books with conventional plots or storylines.  Should you read a NON-fiction work, you will need to get my approval before using that title for your project.  Also, I can and will recommend things I think might connect with your personality and/or interests.

NOTE: Most “How-To” books (How to rebuild a carburetor, how to knit a quilt; how to kill a kangaroo with a garden hose), certain kinds of genre fiction (romance novels, children’s literature) and child’s picture books cannot be used for your book project.  As the saying goes, don’t even ask.  Also, works with ‘adult’ content may require parental permission.  By ‘adult’ content, I mean strong language, adult situations and sexuality, and excessive violence.  I reserve the right to veto any book choice that I feel is of questionable merit/propriety. 

Where to find books? There are some bookstores in this area.  One can buy new books and special order books at River’s End Bookstore in downtown Oswego.  A used bookstore (Time & Again Books) exists at the intersection of Rte. 481 and Utica Street here in town.  Also, a small used bookstore called Backstreet Books can be found in Fulton as you enter the village proper.

Online booksellers are PLENTIFUL.  The best resource here is clearly Amazon.com; if you visit http://www.amazon.com/books, you can do subject, title and author searches and tailor your book choice to your personality and interests.  Barnes and Noble also has a fine online site; their URL is http://www.barnesandnoble.com.  If you want to look for hard-to-find used books, I’ve found the best source to be http://www.bookfinder.com.  I’ve NEVER been able to stump this search engine.

Libraries, including your own here at OHS, are also a good place to look.  You’ll find your librarians willing and capable to helping you find a just-right book.  Also, plenty of books are on-hand in various English classrooms here at OHS.  I have plenty of books I’m willing to lend from my own personal collection (including a stock of second and third copies here in Room 141) as long as the books are treated with respect and returned in the same condition in which they were loaned).  One can borrow books from any room as long as they are properly checked out.

http://www.oswego.org/staff/ephaneuf/web/
