
English 11R – Regents Exam Prep Guidesheet

Critical Lens Essay structure

Paragraph 1:


· [1] Get your reader’s attention with a catchy or thought-provoking opening sentence (possibly something with some general human interest). 
· [1A] Introduce what you’re writing about—what is your purpose?  What task are you attempting to accomplish?  What is your THESIS? 
· [2] Make passing reference to Critical Lens itself or actually STATE the lens… 
· [3] Titles/authors of both works—ESSENTIAL 
· [4] Literature terms: “If one examines characterization in both _____________ and __________________, one can see evidence to support the Lens.” 
Paragraph 2:

· [5] Interpret the critical lens—in your OWN WORDS, what do you think the Lens means? Look for that KEY TERM (in this case, “friend” or “friendship”) to help you get focused! 
· [5A] Agree or disagree with the lens; you MIGHT use a brief anecdote, a bit of personal experience, or an example from popular culture to support your agreement or disagreement  
FIRST TWO PARAGRAPHS OF ESSAY USING ARISTOTLE’S QUOTE:
Despite sometimes having a reputation for favoring wealth over happiness, Americans more accurately embody the idea in Aristotle’s quote “without friends no one would choose to live, though he had all other goods.” [1 & 2]  A close inspection of characters [4] in both Jack Kerouac’s On the Road and Judith Guest’s Ordinary People prove Aristotle’s idea to be to be accurate. [1A & 3]
I believe Aristotle’s quote means that the richest men and women amount to very little if they lack friends. [5] A potent example of this is Orson Welles’ classic film, Citizen Kane.  Its main character, Charles Foster Kane, is a wealthy man, wealthy beyond the wildest imaginings of the average citizen.  But at the film’s conclusion, the viewer sees a lonely, broken figure sitting in his wheelchair, trapped within the echoing walls of his prison-like mansion.  All the wealth in the world does him little good, particularly when it is friends he lacks.  As such, I most certainly agree with the logic of Aristotle’s lens. [5A]
“� HYPERLINK "http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1485.html" \o "Click for further information about this quotation" �Without friends no one would choose to live, though he had all other goods.�”
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