English 11R – Mr. Phaneuf
Critical Lens Essays - Concluding Paragraph – Hints & Tips

Some information about your concluding (5th) paragraph:


· It is a basic restatement of the opening paragraph BUT

· …it ISN’T a photocopy of your FIRST paragraph so DON’T simply copy/paste your first paragraph at the end of your paper

· you need NOT restate the lens, titles and authors (you can do SOME variation on this) but...

· …try NOT to start your final paragraph by saying “In conclusion…”

Some SAMPLE CONCLUDING (5th) paragraphs:

Though it might seem strange that it would take contemporary American novels to validate the idea of an ancient Greek philosopher, it goes to show just how timeless and important the idea of friendship is and remains.  In the works of Judith Guest, Jack Kerouac and others, it is clear that “without friends no one would choose to live, though he had all other goods.”

Aristotle’s idea about friendship continues to ring true, centuries after he first wrote it into being.  Few concepts are valued above friendship, particularly as most of them—wealth, love, freedom, truth, respect—are themselves the building blocks for friendship.  Though one could use characters from most ANY work of literature to validate the lens, the keen friendships that inform every page of Ordinary People and On the Road make them ideal proof of this timeless idea.
It’s doubtful that Sal Paradise and Conrad Jarrett were all that familiar with the works of Aristotle, though one would never know it from watching their literary lives unfold.  Both prove—time and again—the true value of friendship and by extension, each reinforces just how true the centuries-old idea of a Greek philosopher remains.  Our greatest books remind us of our greatest truths, and one such truth is that “without friends no one would choose to live, though he had all other goods,” an idea few would dispute.
